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On the Verge

Margot 
robbie
Three years ago, when the Australian 
actress Margot Robbie was leaving her 
role as Donna on the country’s hit TV 
series Neighbours, she had one parting 
wish. “I wanted to be killed off—a big, 
violent death. And they said no, so my 
character ended up going to school in 
New York,” she says. “They wanted to 
give me an option to come back.”

Robbie didn’t need it. She hatched 
her own plan to move to New York, where 
she nabbed a lead on the short-lived 
ABC show Pan Am. Soon after, she 
landed what many actors consider to be 
the holy grail: a part in a Martin Scorsese 
film. In The Wolf of Wall Street, out now, 
Robbie plays Leonardo DiCaprio’s 
mistress–turned–second wife. “It was a 
sink-or-swim situation,” she says of 
working with the two heavyweights.  
“I had to rise to the challenges.” One 
such challenge was a masturbation 
scene that took 17 hours to shoot. “Your 
legs go stiff after that long,” she observes.

Fortunately, Robbie, 23, is no wilting 
lily. Growing up on a farm, she chopped 
firewood and spent her free time surfing, 
Jet Skiing, and playing beach cricket. 
She’s also wise enough to know that it 
takes more than talent to make it in 
Hollywood. “You have to play the game; 
you have to be business-savvy,” says the 
actress, whose next role is opposite 
Will Smith in the film Focus. “People ask 
me, ‘How do you remember your lines?’ 
That’s nothing. That is the least of  
my concerns.” vanessa lawrence

BLK DNM jacket; Nina Ricci dress; Isabel 
Marant shorts (underneath); Efva Attling 
ear cuff; (from top) Efva Attling ring, John 
Hardy band rings, Giles & Brother ring, 
ManiaMania ring. Beauty note: Hair gets 
nice and loud with Kérastase Resistance 
Volumifique. For stores, prices, and more, 
see Backstory, page 170.
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